
 
Notice:  These minutes are paraphrased and reflect the proceedings of the Board of Commissioners. MCA 7-4-2611(2) (b).   

 
**************************************** 

 
MONDAY,  MAY 11, 2015 

 
The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairperson Holmquist, Commissioner 
Krueger and Mitchell, and Clerk Pierson were present. 
 

Commissioner Mitchell:  Community Mobility Institute Workshop in Bozeman 
 
At 5:00 o'clock P.M., the Board continued the session until 8:00 o'clock A.M. on May 12, 2015. 
 
 

**************************************** 
 

TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2015 
Audiofile 

 
The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairperson Holmquist, Commissioner 
Krueger and Mitchell, and Clerk Pierson were present. 
 
Chairperson Holmquist led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Chairperson Holmquist opened public comment on matters within the Commissions' Jurisdiction. 
 
Richard Hader, 2388 Foothills Road, Kalispell explained concerns he has regarding signage on Foothills Road.  He stated he 
has ongoing problems with drivers going through his fence and knocking down power poles.  He said he has spoken to the 
Highway Patrol who advised him they can do nothing that it would be up to the County Commissioners to change the signage. 
Another issue he spoke about pertains to a problem his neighbor is having in closing a deal on the sale of his property due to a 
lawsuit that has been filed by Franks.  Hader further spoke about a road abandonment petition he filed and a requirement by the 
County Attorney to move his fence which has been there since 1935.   
 
No one else rising to speak, Chairperson Holmquist closed the public comment period. 
 
OPEN BIDS:  BLACKTAIL MOUNTAIN ROAD ASPHALT SURFACING 
 
9:00:00 AM  
Present:  Chairperson Pamela Holmquist, Commissioner Gary Krueger, Public Works Director Dave Prunty, Ryan Mitchell, Ben 
Olsen, David Steely, Don Heine, Brandon Odegard, Clerk Kile   
 
Absent:  Commissioner Philip Mitchell 
 
Bids were received with bid bonds enclosed from: 
        Base Bid 

Knife River    $492,366.25   
HK Contractors, Inc.   $698,798.00 
AGC, Inc.     $747,571.00 
LHC, Inc.     $477,995.70 

 
Commissioner Krueger made a motion to take the bids under consideration.  Chairperson Holmquist seconded the motion.  
Motion carried by quorum.     
 
MEETING W/ DAVE COOPER RE:  MONTANA BOARD OF CRIME CONTROL PREA GRANT/ SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
 
9:03:00 AM  
Present:  Chairperson Pamela Holmquist, Commissioner Gary Krueger, Deputy County Attorney Tara Fugina, Sheriff’s Office 
Detention Commander Dave Cooper, Clerk Kile  
 
Absent:  Commissioner Philip Mitchell 
 
Cooper reported the Sheriff’s Office applied for a grant for body cameras from the Montana Board of Crime Control who they will 
be receiving $7,262.00 from.     
 
DOCUMENT FOR SIGNATURE:  MDOT STEP EQUIPMENT GRANT/ SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
 
9:04:00 AM  
Present:  Chairperson Pamela Holmquist, Commissioner Gary Krueger, Deputy County Attorney Tara Fugina, Sheriff’s Office 
Detention Commander Dave Cooper, Clerk Kile  
 
Absent:  Commissioner Philip Mitchell 
 
Commissioner Krueger made a motion to approve the document for signature.  Chairperson Holmquist seconded the motion.  
Motion carried by quorum.     
  

http://flathead.mt.gov/commissioner/documents/AudioFiles/2015/20150512.mp3
tre://ftr/?label=&quot;Flathead&nbsp;Commissioners&quot;?datetime=&quot;20150512082245&quot;?Data=&quot;69de26b1&quot;
tre://ftr/?label=&quot;Flathead&nbsp;Commissioners&quot;?datetime=&quot;20150512090326&quot;?path=&quot;F:/FTR&nbsp;Recordings/&quot;?Data=&quot;5f06f887&quot;
tre://ftr/?label=&quot;Flathead&nbsp;Commissioners&quot;?datetime=&quot;20150512090455&quot;?path=&quot;F:/FTR&nbsp;Recordings/&quot;?Data=&quot;4f344728&quot;


TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2015 

(Continued) 

 
CONSIDERATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF DONATION:  ANIMAL SHELTER 
 
9:05:00 AM  
Present:  Chairperson Pamela Holmquist, Commissioner Gary Krueger, Deputy County Attorney Tara Fugina, Clerk Kile    
 
Absent:  Commissioner Philip Mitchell 
 
Chairperson Holmquist read into the record a $1,154.70 donation was received from Hagadone Montana Publishing for the 
Animal Shelter.   
 
Commissioner Krueger made a motion to accept the donation for the Animal Shelter.  Chairperson Holmquist seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried by quorum.     
 
CONSIDERATION OF WHITEFISH STAGE SLOPE STABILIZATION REVIEW COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 
 
9:15:00 AM  
Present:  Chairperson Pamela Holmquist, Commissioner Gary Krueger, Deputy County Attorney Tara Fugina, Grant Support 
Whitney Aschenwald, Clerk Kile   
 
Absent:  Commissioner Philip Mitchell 
 
Aschenwald reported proposals were received from 48 North and Muth Consulting for the Whitefish Stage slope stabilization 
project.  A review committee scored the proposals and Muth Consulting received an average score of 833 and 48 North received 
an average score of 915.  The recommendation from the review committee based on the proposals recommends moving 
forward with contract negotiations with 48 North.   
 
Commissioner Krueger made a motion to accept the slope stabilization review committee’s recommendation for 48 North.  
Chairperson Holmquist seconded the motion.  Motion carried by quorum.     
 
ACCLAMATIONS & APPOINTMENTS:  RURAL FIRE DISTRICTS, BIGFORK LAND USE ADVISORY COMMITTEE & 
LAKESIDE COMMUNITY COUNCIL   
 
9:16:00 AM  
Present:  Chairperson Pamela Holmquist, Commissioner Gary Krueger, Deputy County Attorney Tara Fugina, Recording & 
Election Supervisor Monica Eisenzimer, Clerk Kile   
 
Absent:  Commissioner Philip Mitchell 
 
Chairperson Holmquist read into the record the list of acclamations and appointments to the following:   
 

 Bad Rock Rural Fire District    Richard Prestbye & Paula Robinson – 2018 

 BLUAC (Bigfork Land Use Advisory Committee)  James Bonser & Shelley Gonzales - 2018    
 Columbia Falls Rural Fire District    Stephen Marquesen & Gregg Price - 2018 

 Creston Rural Fire District     Myron Mast & Don Vogel - 2018 

 Evergreen Rural Fire District    Jonathan Foust – 2018 

 Lakeside Community Council    Barbara F. Miller - 2018 

 Marion Rural Fire District     Kelly Ritterbush & John DeVine – 2018 / Joyce Ratka – 2017 

 Olney Rural Fire District     Kenneth Morehead & Norma McBroom – 2018 

 Smith Valley Rural Fire District    Marvin Berg & Rod Gilman - 2018 

 Somers Rural Fire District     William M.  Brass – 2018 / David Hayes - 2016 

 South Kalispell Rural Fire District    Roger W. Stevens & Larry Smith - 2018 

 West Valley Rural Fire District    Myron Boulden – 2017 / Diane M. Woosley – 2018 

 Whitefish Fire Service Area    William LaBrie & Bertram May - 2018 

    

Commissioner   Krueger made a motion to approve the list of candidates elected by acclamation. Chairperson Holmquist 
seconded the motion.   Motion carried by quorum.   
 
Commissioner Krueger made a motion to appoint Joyce Ratka to fill the term for Marion Rural Fire District.  Chairperson 
Holmquist  seconded the motion.   Motion carried by quorum.   
 
Commissioner   Krueger made a motion to appoint Kevin Moorehead and Norma McBroom to fill respective terms for the Olney 
Rural Fire District.  Chairperson Holmquist seconded the motion.   Motion carried by quorum.   
 
DOCUMENT FOR SIGNATURE:  ACTUARY AGREEMENT WITH ACTUARIES NORTHWEST TO PERFORM OPEB 
VALUATION FOR FY-2015 

 
9:20:00 AM  
Present:  Chairperson Pamela Holmquist, Commissioner Gary Krueger, Deputy County Attorney Tara Fugina, Finance Director 
Sandy Carlson, Clerk Kile     
 
Absent:  Commissioner Philip Mitchell 
 
Carlson reported the agreement is between Flathead County and Actuaries Northwest to perform a benefit employment 
evaluation for $5,000.     
 
Commissioner Krueger made a motion to approve the document for signature.  Chairperson Holmquist seconded the motion.  
Motion carried by quorum.     
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TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2015 

(Continued) 

 
AUTHORIZATION TO PUBLISH CALL FOR BIDS:  2015 CRACK SEAL PROJECT/ ROAD DEPARTMENT 
 
9:21:00 AM  
Present:  Chairperson Pamela Holmquist, Commissioner Gary Krueger, Deputy County Attorney Tara Fugina, Public Works 
Director Dave Prunty, Clerk Kile    
 
Absent:  Commissioner Philip Mitchell 
 
Commissioner Krueger made a motion to authorize publication of Call for Bids – 2015 Crack Seal Project.  Chairperson 
Holmquist seconded the motion.  Motion carried by quorum.     

 
INVITATION TO BID 

 
Notice is hereby given that the Board of County Commissioners of Flathead County, Montana, will receive sealed bids for 
construction of: 
 

2015 Crack Seal Project 
 
All sealed bids, plainly marked “SEALED BID – 2015 CRACK SEAL PROJECT” must be in the hands of the County Clerk and 
Recorder, 800 South Main, Room 302, Kalispell, MT, 59901, on or before 9:30 a.m., local time, June 1, 2015.  Bids will be opened 
and read immediately thereafter, in the Commissioner’s Office at the County Courthouse. 
 
The project consists of placing crack sealing throughout the Flathead County Roadway System. 
 
Various roadways will be receiving crack sealing improvements in Flathead County, and the Contractor should be prepared to 
mobilize equipment on a daily basis. 
 
All Bids must be in accordance with the Contract Documents on file with the Flathead County Road & Bridge Department, 1249 
Willow Glen Drive, Kalispell, Montana, (406) 758-5790. 
 
Copies of the Contract Documents for use in preparing Bids may be obtained from Flathead County Road Department at the address 
stipulated above upon receipt of a non-refundable deposit of $50.00 for each set of documents including drawings. 
 
A prebid conference will be held at the office of Flathead County Road Department, commencing at 11:00 a.m., on Wednesday, 
May 20, 2015.  Those interested in bidding the project are encouraged to attend this meeting. 
 
Bids will be received on a price basis as described in the Contract Documents.  Bid security in the amount of 10 percent of the total 
Bid must accompany each Bid. 
 
Within 10 calendar days after the Notice of Award, the successful Bidder will be required to furnish a Performance Bond and a Labor 
and Materials Payment Bond guaranteeing faithful performance and the payment of all bills and obligations arising from the 
performance of the contract.  The bonds will each be equal to 100 percent of the contract amount. 
 
Work at the site is to commence within 10 calendar days after the written Notice to Proceed is issued.  Completion of the work is 
required within Fourteen (14) consecutive calendar days following commencement of work and must be completed by July 27, 2015.  
The project includes liquidated damages that will be assessed as set forth in the Special Provisions per calendar day if the work is 
not complete within the allotted contract time. 
 
Each bidder will be required to be registered with the State of Montana, Department of Labor and Industry prior to bidding this 
project.  Forms for registration are available from the Department of Labor and Industry, P.O. Box 8011, 1805 Prospect, Helena, 
Montana 59604-8011.  Information on registration can be obtained by calling 1-406-444-7734.  All laborers and mechanics employed 
by Contractor or subcontractor in performance of the construction work shall be paid prevailing wages at rates as my be required by 
the laws of Flathead (County) and the state of Montana. 
 
Flathead County will withhold a 1% gross receipts tax to be forwarded to the State of Montana. 
No Bid may be withdrawn within a period of 60 days after the date for opening bids. 
 
Flathead County reserves the right to reject all Bids, to waive informalities, and to reject nonconforming, irregular, non-responsive or 
conditional Bids. 
 
Flathead County is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 
 
DATED this 12

th
 of May, 2015.  

 
         BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
         Flathead County, Montana 
ATTEST: 
Debbie Pierson, Clerk      By/s/Pamela J. Holmquist 
                 Pamela J. Holmquist, Chairperson 
By/s/Diana Kile 
   Diana Kile, Deputy   
 
Publish on May 16 and May 23, 2015.     

 
DOCUMENT FOR SIGNATURE:  HISTORICAL SOCIETY NOTICE TO OWNERS AND LETTER RE:  SWAN RIVER BRIDGE 
 
9:22:00 AM  
Present:  Chairperson Pamela Holmquist, Commissioner Gary Krueger, Public Works Director Dave Prunty, Deputy County 
Attorney Tara Fugina, Clerk Kile     
 
Absent:  Commissioner Philip Mitchell 
 
Commissioner Krueger made a motion to table to Thursday.  Chairperson Holmquist seconded the motion.  Motion carried by 
quorum.     
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TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2015 

(Continued) 

 
MONTHLY MEETING W/ TAMMY SKRAMOVSKY, HUMAN RESOURCE OFFICE 
 
9:30:00 AM 
Present:  Chairperson Pamela Holmquist, Commissioner Gary Krueger, Assistant Mike Pence, Human Resource Director 
Tammy Skramovsky, Clerk Kile   
 
Absent:  Commissioner Philip Mitchell 
 
Skramovsky reviewed the following monthly report. 
 

WORK INDICATORS 
April  
7 Job postings closed  
60 Applications received 
1 UI claim responses submitted 
9 Employment verifications completed   
1 Investigation conducted  
7 which included x interviews  
1 Disciplinary Hearing  
PERSONNEL TRANSACTION LIST: 
April  
11 Flathead County employment terminations  
  0 FECC employment terminations 
10 exit meetings conducted  
  8 formal exit interviews conducted  
  5 Flathead County new hires  
  0 FECC new hires 
  4 new hire orientation sessions conducted 
  3 Seasonal return benefit sessions for 5 employees 
HR TRANSMITTALS APPROVED: 
April  
6 Job Descriptions 

 Fairgrounds Office Coordinator 

 Deputy Clerk of District Court 

 Building Maintenance Operations Lead 

 Building Maintenance Construction Lead 

 Building Maintenance Worker II 

 Building Maintenance Worker I 
8 Position Changes 

 Eagle Transit Dispatcher 0.25 FTE increase 

 Community Health Nurse 0.20 FTE increase 

 Health Program Assistant I, change to II 

 Library Advisor, split 1 position into 2 and increase 0.15 FTE 

 Solid Waste- add 0.20 FTE seasonal Truck Driver 

 Building Maintenance  
o Change Supervisor position to BMWI 
o Add 1.0 FTE Custodian 
o Add 1.0 FTE BMW1 

12 Position Replacements  

 Building Maint Weed Worker II,Weeds., replacing D Roe, retiring 

 Justice Court Clerk, replacing M Albertson 

 Deputy Sheriff, replacing B Emerson, resigned 

 Deputy Clerk of District Court, replacing E Schmidt, resigned 

 Justice Court Clerk, replacing C Wakefield, resigned 

 Library Materials Handler, replacing J Brooks, resigned 

 Library Advisor, replacing P Gregerson, resigned 

 Fairgrounds Office Coordinator, replacing N Carmalt 

 Fairgrounds Seasonal Laborer, replacing D Calobeer, retired 

 Landfill Attendant, replacing C Dobson, resigned 

 Detention Officer, replacing J Davis 

 Juvenile Detention Officer, temp replacement of D Tarbert 
3 Other 

 Health Plan Amendment - Same Gender Marriages 

 Health Plan Amendment #5 
o Rx Out of Pocket Maximum 
o Health Department 100% coverage 
o Variable Hour Employees-Look back and stability periods 

 Educational Assistance Request 

 

Commissioner Krueger made a motion to approve the April H.R. Transmittals.  Chairperson Holmquist seconded the motion.  
Motion carried by quorum.    
 

WORK COMP 

 Reviewed summary of incidents for current plan year  
HEALTH INSURANCE TRUST FUND 

 Review ending balance of $5.6 million  for April 2015  

 Open Enrollment is the month of May for Health and Flex Plan 

 Healthy Incentives Wellness Program –  
o May is the final month for participation 
o Educational sessions are scheduled during the first 2 weeks in June, posted on Open County 

TRAINING SESSIONS: 
 Supervisory: 

 April 22
nd

 - FMLA training at WPM 
HR attended: 

 April 9th – Monthly FVSHRM meeting: New HR certification  (Tammy attended) 
 

UNION CONTRACTS: 

Dept Employees Representative 
Contract Start 

Date Next End Date 

Road Truck Drivers/Teamsters Teamsters Local 2 7/1/2012 6/30/2015 

Solid Waste Operators/Truck Drivers Operating Engineers Local 400 7/1/2012 6/30/2015 

FECC 911 Dispatchers AFSCME Local 3032 7/1/2012 6/30/2015 

SO Non-Sworn  AFSCME Local 3364 1/1/2012 12/31/2015 

SO Sworn  AFSCME Local 3531 1/1/2012 12/31/2015 

Road Operators Operating Engineers Local 400 7/1/2013 6/30/2016 

Health Health Dept Employees MPEA  7/1/2014 6/30/2016 

 

 May 7
th

 - first negotiation session with the Road Teamsters. 

 Solid Waste Operators – we are still waiting for a response on meeting times. 

 FECC AFSCME requested to open their contract for negotiations. 
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 TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2015 

(Continued) 

 

CONSIDERATION OF H.R. TRANSMITTAL:  JOB DESCRIPTION – CLERK OF THE BOARD/ COMMISSIONERS’ OFFICE 
 
This meeting was postponed to a later date.   
 
CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTION OF FINAL RESOLUTION:  HOME OCCUPATION VEHICLE TRAFFIC TEXT 
AMENDMENT/ FLATHEAD COUNTY ZONING REGULATIONS 
 
9:45:00 AM 
Present:  Chairperson Pamela Holmquist, Commissioner Gary Krueger, Assistant Mike Pence, Planning & Zoning Director B. J. 
Grieve, Planner Erik Mack, Clerk Kile   
 
Absent:  Commissioner Philip Mitchell 
 
Commissioner Krueger made a motion to adopt Resolution 955HT.  Chairperson Holmquist seconded the motion.  Motion 
carried by quorum.    
 

RESOLUTION NO. 955 HT 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Flathead County, Montana, held a public hearing, following publication of legal 
notice, on the 2

nd
 day of April, 2015 regarding an amendment to the text of the Flathead County Zoning Regulations; 

 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners did hear public comment on the proposed amendment at said hearing; 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners reviewed the recommendation of Flathead County Planning Board regarding the 
proposed amendment; 
 
 WHEREAS, based upon that recommendation and the testimony of the public, the Board of Commissioners of Flathead County, 
Montana, in accordance with Section 76-2-205, M.C.A., adopted a resolution of intention (Resolution No. 955 HS dated April 2, 2015) 
to amend the Flathead County Zoning Regulations for the purpose of revising the performance standards regarding Home 
Occupation; and 
 
 WHEREAS, notice of passage of that Resolution was published once a week for two weeks, on April 7 and April 14, 2015, and 
the Board of Commissioners did not receive written protests to the amendments from forty percent (40%) of the real property owners 
within County zoning districts. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of Flathead County, Montana, in accordance with 
Section 76-2-205(6), M.C.A., hereby amends the Flathead County Zoning Regulations for the purpose of revising the performance 
standards regarding Home Occupation and Definitions described as follows: 

 
     SECTION 5.06 HOME OCCUPATION 

5.06.020(1)(e) The home occupation shall not generate pedestrian or vehicle traffic in excess of that which is characteristic 
of the neighborhood in which it is located.  Vehicle traffic would not be increased by more than sixteen (16) 
vehicle trips all day. 

5.06.020(2)(c) Vehicle traffic that exceeds sixteen (16) vehicle trips but less than thirty-two (32) vehicle trips all day. 

     SECTION 7.09 DEFINITIONS “H” 

7.09.020 Home Occupation  -  Any use conducted entirely within the dwelling and carried on by the member of the 
family which use it clearly incidental and secondary to the dwelling for dwelling purposes and does not 
change the character thereof and in connection therewith are no commodities sold from the premises except 
that which is produced thereof, except as provided for in Section 5.06.  Such uses may include, but are not 
limited to, art and/or photography studios, computer programming, insurance sales, and handicrafts provided 
that the use does not involve more than one-third of the total square footage of the dwelling.  

     SECTION 7.19 DEFINITIONS “T” 

7.19.045 Trip  -  A single or one-direction vehicle movement originating or terminating (exiting or entering) at a given 
location.  For example a vehicle arriving at a home photography studio, staying for an hour and then leaving 
the studio would consist of two trips. 

 DATED this 12
th
 day of May, 2015. 

 
         BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
         Flathead County, Montana 
  
         By/s/Pamela J. Holmquist 
               Pamela J. Holmquist, Chairman 
 
     ATTEST:        By/s/Gary D. Krueger 
     Debbie Pierson, Clerk             Gary D. Krueger, Member 
     
     By/s/Diana Kile         By/s/Philip B. Mitchell 
          Diana Kile, Deputy              Philip B. Mitchell, Member 

 
CONSIDERATION OF PRINT BID:  HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
 
9:47:00 AM 
Present:  Chairperson Pamela Holmquist, Commissioner Gary Krueger, Assistant Mike Pence, Clerk Kile   
 
Absent:  Commissioner Philip Mitchell 
 
Chairperson Holmquist read into the record that Bitterroot Screen Printers was the low bidder for banners for $75.00 for the 
Health Department.   
 
Commissioner Krueger made a motion to approve the print bid.  Chairperson Holmquist seconded the motion.  Motion carried 
by quorum.     
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TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2015 

(Continued) 

 
DOCUMENT FOR SIGNATURE:  DPHHS CONTRACT #16-07-4-51-102-0 
 
9:48:00 AM 
Present:  Chairperson Pamela Holmquist, Commissioner Gary Krueger, Assistant Mike Pence, Clerk Kile   
 
Absent:  Commissioner Philip Mitchell 
 
Commissioner Krueger made a motion to approve the document for signature.  Chairperson Holmquist seconded the motion.  
Motion carried by quorum.     
 
DOCUMENT FOR SIGNATURE:  DPHHS CONTRACT #15-07-3-01-005 AMENDMENT NO. 1 
 
9:49:00 AM 
Present:  Chairperson Pamela Holmquist, Commissioner Gary Krueger, Assistant Mike Pence, Clerk Kile   
 
Absent:  Commissioner Philip Mitchell 
 
Commissioner Krueger made a motion to approve the document for signature.  Chairperson Holmquist seconded the motion.  
Motion carried by quorum.     
 
DOCUMENT FOR SIGNATURE:  DPHHS CONTRACT #15-07-1-01-125-0 
 
9:50:00 AM 
Present:  Chairperson Pamela Holmquist, Commissioner Gary Krueger, Assistant Mike Pence, Clerk Kile   
 
Absent:  Commissioner Philip Mitchell 
 
Commissioner Krueger made a motion to approve the document for signature.  Chairperson Holmquist seconded the motion.  
Motion carried by quorum.     
 
MEETING W/ ALAN WOODS, FISH WILDLIFE & PARKS  AND  CHUCK ROADY, STOLTZE LAND & LUMBER RE:  SOUTH 
WHITEFISH RANGE CONSERVATION PROJECT 
 
10:00:00 AM 
Present:  Chairperson Pamela Holmquist, Commissioner Gary Krueger, Alan Woods, Chuck Roady, Paul McKenzie, Clerk Kile   
 
Absent:  Commissioner Philip Mitchell 
 
Alan Woods and Chuck Roady met with the commission to explain the conservation easement project that consists of two 
parcels; one is next to Whitefish in Haskill Basin and one near Columbia Falls by Trumble Creek.  Together they are roughly 
about 10,000 acres.  Fish Wildlife and Parks would purchase a conservation easement on those lands that would as best they 
can structure the land uses and activities off the lands that are there today. That would remove development and allow Stoltze 
Land & Lumber to continue to manage those lands for timber production.  They would continue to pay property taxes and the 
public would have recreational access and the wildlife habitat that FWP is interested in would remain into the future.  Stoltze 
would be donating over $7 million dollars of the land value to provide some of the match they need for the federal grants that 
would pay for this.  The City of Whitefish will increase their local sales tax to help pay for the Haskill Creek portion.  The reason 
the city is doing that is because roughly 8% of their water supply comes from Haskill Basin and they currently have no legal 
rights; water rights only, yet they have no right to access the property to maintain pipelines. The benefits of the project are varied 
for a lot of different components of the community that were summarized.   
 
Chuck Roady stated in terms of the families (Stoltze Land & Lumber) feelings regarding this proposal is they have a mixed board 
of mixed generations and it is time to do something along these lines.  They need to formalize something with the City of 
Whitefish to protect their watershed, and in order for people to utilize their lands and have it open to the public.  This is a tool to 
do that and they will still be able to do their core business which is to grow trees, harvest trees, and get them to the mills.   
 
Alan Woods summarized the timeframe in accomplishing the conservation easement.   
 

Spring 2015:  Initiate scoping and informal meetings within the local communities’ and governmental entities 
Summer 2015:  Complete final conservation easement negotiations 
Summer 2015:  Release draft environmental review and begin formal review processes 
Fall 2015:  Obtain approvals from Fish & Wildlife Commission and State Land Board for both projects 
Close Haskill Creek conservation easement as soon as funding is available – possibly December 2015 
Close Trumbull Creek conservation easement as soon as funding is available – December 2016   

 

MONTHLY MEETING W/ ELIZABETH BROOKS, FECC; NIKKI STEPHAN, OES; LINCOLN CHUTE, FIRE SERVICES AREA 
MANAGER 
 
10:30:00 AM 
Present:  Chairperson Pamela Holmquist, Commissioner Gary Krueger, Assistant Mike Pence, Sheriff Chuck Curry, FECC 
Director Elizabeth Brooks, Fire Services Area Manager Lincoln Chute, Clerk Kile   
 

Absent:  Commissioner Philip Mitchell 
 
Brooks reported the April 911 dispatch calls totaled 9,047 and the 911 only calls totaled 2,462.  She spoke about training 
progress; reported work has started with Mark Campbell in preparing for the 2015 N.W. Montana Fair; explained work is 
continuing regarding the New World hardware server refresh project; spoke about communications with FECC licenses; reported 
Mt. Aeneas power was restored to correct issues; spoke about training sessions held pertaining to AVL systems; reported a 
backup repeater for Cyclone Peak was applied for.   
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TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2015 

(Continued) 

 
Chute reported wildland urban interface firefighting classes have been held; spoke about training offered to volunteer fire 
departments; spoke about assistance given at the county landfill for a fire in their appliance pile; spoke about a wildland fire at 
Marten Creek; spoke about replacement of the truck used for the Fire Service Area; reported the VFA Wildland Grant Application 
is ready to be sent in.   
 
Curry reviewed the following report for Nikki Stephan, OES/ Emergency Planner.  
 

Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) Meeting 

 Met on May 6 

 Commodity Points of Distribution Plan – Next step is to ask the owners of each property if they will allow the site to be a C-POD, then 
request that the Sheriff’s Office assist with the security template checklist for each location. 

 LEPC by-laws – the revision has been emailed to the Deputy County Attorney with a request to go through the document and inform of 
any issues.  The LEPC will then vote to accept or deny the new by-laws.  If they are accepted, they will then go to the commissioners 
with a request for approval. 

Montana All-Hazard Incident Management Team Workshop 

 Took place May 1 – May 3 

 Seven of our local team members attended 

 Coordinators and Incident Commanders of the team around the state met with Mike Kopitzke, the Montana IMT Coordinator, prior to the 
workshop to discuss the future of IMT’s in Montana. 

 DNRC will no longer pay for an IMT Coordinator and state DES told DNRC that they will not have the funds to take over the position in 
October (beginning of the federal fiscal year ). 

 SB5 is still in the works – granting $10,000 to an all-hazards assistance team for mobilization to an incident.   
EMPG Audit 

 Martha Smith, MT DES District 1 Field Officer, audited the 2
nd

 Quarter documents for the EMPG Grant.  Everything looked great. 
Special Events 

 Assisted the Spartan Race in creating an Incident Action Plan (IAP) for their two day event in Bigfork, May 9 through May 10.  A good 
team building event that incorporated Flathead County Posse, Sheriff Deputies, Montana Highway Patrol, Lake County Sheriff Deputies, 
Bigfork Fire and Lakeside QRU. 

 Had the first meeting of the year towards creating a working IAP for the NWMT Fair and assisting with the pre-event exercise that will 
take place in July. 

 
11:00 a.m. Canvass Whitefish City Special Election & Fire Districts @ Election Department 

 
At 5:00 o'clock P.M., the Board continued the session until 8:00 o'clock A.M. on May 13, 2015. 
 
 

**************************************** 
 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 2015 
 
The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairperson Holmquist, Commissioner 
Krueger and Mitchell, and Clerk Pierson were present. 
 
   Commissioner Mitchell:  Community Mobility Institute Workshop in Bozeman 
   
At 5:00 o'clock P.M., the Board continued the session until 8:00 o'clock A.M. on May 14, 2015. 

 
**************************************** 

 
THURSDAY, MAY 14, 2015 

Audiofile 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairperson Holmquist, Commissioner 
Krueger and Mitchell, and Clerk Pierson were present. 
 
Chairperson Holmquist led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Chairperson Holmquist opened public comment on matters within the Commissions' Jurisdiction, no one present to 
speak, Chairperson Holmquist closed the public comment period. 
 
CONTINUATION OF DOCUMENT FOR SIGNATURE:  HISTORICAL SOCIETY NOTICE TO OWNERS AND LETTER RE:  
SWAN RIVER BRIDGE 
 
8:45:00 AM 
Present:  Chairperson Pamela Holmquist, Commissioner Gary Krueger, Commissioner Philip Mitchell, Assistant Mike Pence, 
Deputy County Attorney Tara Fugina, Public Works Director Dave Prunty, Clerk Kile   
 
Commissioner Krueger made a motion to approve the short version of the letter - document for signature.  Commissioner 
Mitchell seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
CONSIDERATION OF FLATHEAD NATIONAL FOREST PLAN REVISION COMMENT 
 
8:49:00 AM 
Present:  Chairperson Pamela Holmquist, Commissioner Gary Krueger, Commissioner Philip Mitchell, Assistant Mike Pence, 
Deputy County Attorney Tara Fugina, Public Works Director Dave Prunty, Clerk Kile   
 
Commissioner Mitchell made a motion to approve the letter to the Forest Service.  Commissioner Krueger seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
 
 

http://flathead.mt.gov/commissioner/documents/AudioFiles/2015/20150514.mp3
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THURSDAY, MAY 14, 2015 

(Continued) 

  
 

 
 
MONTHLY MEETING W/ B. J. GRIEVE, PLANNING & ZONING OFFICE                                     
  
9:00:00 AM 
Present:  Chairperson Pamela Holmquist, Commissioner Gary Krueger, Commissioner Philip Mitchell, Assistant Mike Pence, 
Planning & Zoning Director B. J. Grieve, Clerk Kile   
 
General discussion was held relative to the lake elevation on Little Bitterroot Lake.    
 
Grieve summarized staff’s workload; reported the June 1 deadline for CTEP projects appears to be promising; reviewed 
enforcement statistics; spoke about land use issues pertaining to a parcel in Bigfork.  In other business, he summarized their 
work plan/ strategic plan for the year that included: rural Whitefish jurisdiction transition that involves rescinding the 1996  Plan, 
amending the Growth Policy and bringing before the Planning Board for their consideration a Part 2 Zoning District to replace 
Interim Zoning; reported 37-Flood Insurance Map Panels will have to be adopted; reported the Evergreen Enterprise Zoning 
Overlay needs to be made permanent before the end of the year; spoke about updating the Lakeshore Regulations. 
 
COMMISSIONERS’ BUDGET WORKSHOP     
 
9:30:00 AM 
Present:  Chairperson Pamela Holmquist, Commissioner Gary Krueger, Commissioner Philip Mitchell, Assistant Mike Pence, 
Finance Director Sandy Carlson, Finance Technician Tamara Helmstetler, Finance Technician Amy Dexter, Clerk Kile   
 
Carlson presented a brief overview of the following preliminary tax levy requirement schedule with the commission.  It was noted 
the tax levy requirement schedule includes special districts.  
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(Continued) 

 

Helmstetler presented a brief overview of the tax levied funds by Department.    
 

 

 

 

 

 



THURSDAY, MAY 14, 2015 

(Continued) 

 

 

                                            Side Bar Requests / Summary  

Department Requests Notes Funding source Total Cost Comments / ACTION  

Family of Fund Tax Levy     

District Court $2000 Elected Official Pay Possible Compensation Board 
Recommendation 

2180 $            2,371 PENDING COMP BRD MEETING 

Justice Court $2000 Elected Official Pay Possible Compensation Board 
Recommendation 

1000 $            5,052 PENDING COMP BRD MEETING 

      

Intrafund Make an Extra Debt payment on Intercap Loan 1000 $        100,000 YES 

Building Maintenance Increase in Utilities, Contracted Services, & 
Janitorial Supplies 

South Campus & Old Jail Buildings 1000 $          27,590 YES 

Library Increase in Library Material  2220 $          10,000 NO 

 Increase in Books/Catalogs/Binding/Record Books 2220 $          27,000 YES 

District Court Video Conferencing District Court to Youth Court 2180 $          10,000 FUNDED ALREADY  
 

 Video Conferencing District Court to Pathways 2180 $          10,000 YES 

Intrafund Septic Study  1000 $          19,084 YES 

District Court Additions to Travel JSI Conference 2180 $            4,000 YES 

District Court Remodel front counter stations 2180 $            2,000 YES 

      

County Attorney Justware Software  1000 $        125,000 YES 

Records Preservation Fire Suppression System  2395 $        190,000 YES / AUTH TO GO OUT FOR AN RFP   

TOTAL GENERAL TAX LEVY SIDE BAR REQUESTS   $        472,097  

      

Road and Planning Tax Levy     

Planning  Increase Code Compliance from .5 FTE to 1.0 FTE 2251/2370/2
380 

$          25,648 YES 

TOTAL ROAD AND PLANNING TAX SIDE BAR REQUESTS  $          25,648  

      

Health Dept Tax Levy     

Health .2 FTE Increase  2270 $          13,965 YES 

TOTAL HEALTH DEPT TAX LEVY SIDE BAR REQUESTS  $          13,965  

      

Grant/Fee Based Funds     

Health .75 FTE Dental Assistant Increase in grant and fees will 
support position 

2969 $          30,886 YES 

Health 5 FTE Behavioral Health Specialist Increase in grant and fees will 
support position 

2997 $          30,155 YES 

Health 2.5 FTE Behavioral Health Specialist Increase in grant and fees will 
support position 

2968 $        120,574 YES 

Health 2.0 FTE Clinical Support MA Increase in grant and fees will 
support position 

2997 $          87,648 YES 

Health 1.0 FTE Medical Billing Position Increase in grant and fees will 
support position 

50% 2969 & 
50% 2997 

$          43,824 YES 

Health 1.0 FTE Health Program Assistant 1 Increase in grant and fees will 
support position 

50% 2969 & 
50% 2997 

$          38,156 YES 

Solid Waste 1.0 FTE Container Site Attendant 5410 $          47,022 YES 

Transportation On Board Cameras Cash Balance Funding 2990 $          57,000 YES 

TOTAL GRANT/FEE BASED FUND REQUESTS   $        455,265  

      

GRAND TOTAL SIDE BAR REQUESTS   $        966,975  

      

Items for discussion:     

      

Intrafund Child Development Center Contribution 1000 $            9,800 PENDING 
 

Intrafund Center of Restorative Justice-Grant Match Grant Match  1000 $            6,819 YES 

Intrafund Senior Centers Contribution 1000 $            7,200 YES 

Intrafund Columbia Falls Safety Officer Contribution 1000 $          25,000 PENDING 
 

      

Poor Fund Nurturing Center Contribution 2120 $          45,000 PENDING 
 

Poor Fund Western Mental Health Center Contribution 2120 $          75,000 YES 

      



PILT $35,000 Transfer to 4012  2901 $          35,000 FIX PROJECT 
 

    $        168,819  

Extension FY 2017 Vehicle Purchase $27,000 Already saved $5000 
more over the next two years 

2290 $          37,000 MOVED TO FY20 

      

Intrafund Additional Transfer to Land Acquisition Add more money to 4011.  
Already doing $100,000 each year. 

1000 ?? LEAVE FOR NOW  

Intrafund Advance Mills for options for Jail 1000 ??  

 
 2:00 p.m. Commissioner Mitchell:  AOA Board meeting @ The Summit 
 6:30 p.m. Commissioner Krueger:  Fair Board meeting @ Fair Office 
  
At 5:00 o'clock P.M., the Board continued the session until 8:00 o'clock A.M. on May 15, 2015. 

 
**************************************** 

 
FRIDAY, MAY 15, 2015 

 
The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairperson Holmquist, Commissioner 
Krueger and Mitchell, and Clerk Pierson were present. 
 

10:00 a.m. Commissioner Mitchell:  Mental Health Council & CDC meetings 
 
At 5:00 o'clock P.M., the Board continued the session until 8:00 o'clock A.M. on May 18, 2015. 
    
  

**************************************** 
 


